
80 hours2B - The Daily Iowan - Iowa City, Iowa - Thursday, February 25, 2010
ddaaiillyyiioowwaann..ccoomm for more arts and culture

MUSIC
• Liferuiner, 5 p.m., Picador,
330 E. Washington
• Good Luck Jane, 6 p.m., Blue
Moose Tap House, 211 Iowa
• Paul Pollard, bass trom-
bone, 7:30 p.m., University
Capitol Centre Recital Hall
• University of Iowa Jazz
Performance, 8 p.m., Mill,
120 E. Burlington

WORDS
• Salt Lines Slam Poetry, 
6 p.m., IMU Black Box Theatre
• “Live from Prairie Lights,”
Kevin Gonzales & Nick Lantz,

poetry, 7 p.m., Prairie Lights
Books, 15 S. Dubuque
• UI Museum of Art Word
Painters reading, 7:30 p.m.,
Old Capitol Senate Chamber 

THEATER
• Thursday Theater Talk,
5:30 p.m., Riverside Theatre,
213 N. Gilbert
• Poona the F**kdog, 7:30 p.m.,
Dreamwell Theater, 10 S. Gilbert
• Dry, University Theatres
Gallery Production, 8 p.m.,
Theater Building Theater B

LECTURES
• “Wireside Chat,” with

Lawrence Lessig, 5 p.m., UI
Main Library
• “The Alhambra: Real and
Imagined,” 5:15 p.m., Main
Library Shambaugh Auditorium 

FILM
• Oscar Shorts Program
2010: Live Action, 7 p.m.,
Bijou
• Oscar Shorts Program
2010: Animated, 9 p.m.,
Bijou

MISCELLANEOUS
• Ralphie May, 7:30 p.m.,
Englert, 221 E. Washington

MUSIC
• Gregory Douglas, 2 p.m.,
Java House, 2111⁄2 E.
Washington
• Open Mike, 7:30 p.m.,
Uptown Bill’s, 401 S. Gilbert 
• Orchestra Invitational
Gala Concert, 7:30 p.m.,
Theatre Building Mabie
Theatre
• Orquesta Alto Maíz, 9 p.m., Mill
• Trampled by Turtles and
the Boomchucks, 9 p.m.,
Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
• Big D’s Karaoke Jamz, 10
p.m., Saloon, 112 E. College

WORDS
• Salt Lines Slam Poetry
Workshop, 10 a.m., Iowa City
Public Library, 123 S. Linn
• The Big Read: Keynote
Presentation, 7 p.m., Englert

THEATER
• Poona the F**kdog, 7:30
p.m., Dreamwell Theater
• Dry, University Theatres
Gallery Production, 8 p.m.,
Theater B

MISCELLANEOUS
• Card Making: “Cut it, Iron

it, Stamp it,” 6 p.m., Home
Ec., 207 N. Linn

The Crazies
Sycamore 12: 1:30, 4:30, 7:10, and 9:30 p.m.
Coral Ridge 10: 1:50, 5:20, 7:40, and 10 p.m.

The residents of small Iowa
town Ogden Marsh get infect-
ed with a toxin that changes
them into violent psy-
chopaths. The sheriff
(Timothy Olyphant) bands
together with his wife and
two other uninfected towns-
people to try to solve the
problem and fight for 
survival. 

NEW MOVIES
OPENING THIS WEEKEND

TRACKS
FROM THE PAST

A place to remember all those
albums we actually bought,
memorized, and obsessed
over. You loved it then, and
you’ll still love it now.

Ah, the middle-school
dance. Everyone tries, but
who can forget the girls in
their older sisters’ prom
dresses, guys leaning
uncomfortably against the
gym wall, and the scent of
too much of Dad’s cologne
permeating the sexually
awkward air?

No album captured the
ethos of the 21st-century
middle-school dance than
Usher’s 8701. This is because
the tracks of 8701, were far
too mature
for the 12- to
14-year-old
audience to
handle. Just
like the
prom cul-
ture that
found its
way into the
lives of 13-
year-olds far too soon.

8701 was all over the
radio, especially “U Remind
Me,” and “U Don’t Have To
Call.” These sexually
charged, club-friendly jams
quickly made their way into
the school-dance circuit.
Soon, teenagers in gyms
everywhere were trying to
“Twork It Out” long before
they even knew what that
meant.

The album wasn’t without
its slow songs, either. “U Got It
Bad” had couples on the dance
floor, holding each other at
arm’s length while seventh-
grade PE teachers looked on
and made sure no funny busi-
ness was happening.

The geeks and the popular
kids alike found something to
enjoy in 8701, even if the
dances at which it was played
are better left forgotten.

— Tommy Morgan Jr.

8701 by
Usher
Released 

2001

weekend
calendar

of events

MUSIC
• UI School of Music Spring
Concert Series, 1:30 p.m.,
Old Capitol Senate Chamber
• UI Percussion Ensemble,
Arts Share/Community
Foundation of Johnson County
Community Concert Series, 3
p.m., Riverside Recital Hall
• Electronic Music Studio,
7:30 p.m., 101 Becker
• Kantorei, Timothy Slalter, direc-
tor, 7:30 p.m., IMU Main Ballroom
• Old Capitol Chorus, 7:30
pm., Englert
• Trent Avery & the Buckshot
Band, 8 p.m., Wildwood, 4919 B
Walleye Drive S.E.
• Big Funk Guarantee, Amanda
Miller and the Smoking
Sextion, 9 p.m., Yacht Club
• Death Ships, with Datagun,
Olivia Rose Muzzy, Vagabinds,
9 p.m., Mill

THEATER
• The Vagina Monologues, 
6 p.m., Mill
• Poona the F**kdog, 7:30
p.m., Dreamwell Theater
• Dry by Joe Luis Cedillo, 8 p.m.,
Theater Building Theater B

LECTURES
• “Islam and its Relationship
with God,” 3 p.m., Iowa City
Public Library

MISCELLANEOUS
• Shelter House Book Sale, 
10 a.m., Hope United Methodist
Church, 2929 E. Court
• Roller Skating, 6 p.m., Robert A.
Lee Recreation Center, 220 S.
Gilbert
• Elation Dance Party, 9
p.m., Studio 13, 13 S. Linn
• Night Games, 9 p.m., Field
House  

MUSIC
• School of Music Concert,
1:30 p.m., Old Capitol
• Musica Britannica, 3 p.m.,
First Presbyterian Church,

2701 Rochester Ave.
• Philharmonia, 3 p.m.,
Riverside Recital Hall
• Bach Project II: Christine
Rutledge, Baroque viola, 

7:30 p.m., Riverside Recital Hall

THEATER
• Dry, University Theatres Gallery
Production, 2 p.m., Theater B

FILM
• Film Screening, Flow, 2
p.m., Iowa City Public Library,
• Movies @ the Museum of

Natural History, The Mind’s Big
Bang, 2 p.m., Macbride Auditorium

MISCELLANEOUS
• Study Hall, 9 p.m., Mill

Sunday 2.28

Saturday 2.27

Today 2.25

Friday 2.26

Uncertainty
Bijou: 7 p.m.

A young couple, played by
Joseph Gordan-Levitt and
Lynn Collins, go through two
alternate story lines in the
same summer day in New
York City spawned from a
coin-flip. They are forced to
confront their self-identities
and discover how each values
their own families in this sus-
penseful indie drama.

AT THE BIJOU

Afterschool
Bijou: 9 p.m.

A loner prep-school student
who spends an inordinate
amount of time watching
videos on the Internet is
loaned a camera to shoot a
class project. That quickly
goes off the tracks when he
accidently shoots the overdos-
es of two female students. The
film “captures the numbing
psychic scramble that just
might cause the YouTube gen-
eration to go morally haywire”
(Entertainment Weekly).

Dirty jokes
Where: Friday, 7:30 p.m.
When: Poona the F—dog
Why you should go: Well,
you still have a chance to
catch Dreamwell Theatre’s
kick off to its 13th year,
which members have
described as its Taboo Bijou
season. 

don’t miss!

By SARAH LARSON
sarah-a-larson@uiowa.edu 

Can we ever be free 
of fate?

Joe Luis Cedillo asks this
question in his new play,
Dry. The piece covers a
variety of topics ranging
from Hiroshima and the
Enola Gay to Greek
mythology and family 
dysfunction.

Dry will début at 8 p.m.
today in the Theater Build-
ing’s Theater B. Admission
is free for UI students with
IDs, $5 for all others.

“It essentially is some-
thing that lives in a very
visceral way,” Cedillo
said. “It essentially is
going to make you 
feel something.”

The director described
the 85-minute show as
the retelling of a Greek
myth dealing with such
themes as fate versus
free will  and whether
people will  inevitably
turn out l ike 
their parents.

The script took two
weeks to write, and
Cedillo wrote it in a spe-
cial topics class. He delet-
ed half of the script after
the first rehearsal and
has since added a 
third act.

The experimental
nature of  constant
rewrites in the produc-
tion presented a chal-
lenge for the actors, who
were stil l  memorizing
their lines only a week
until opening night.

Even though new plays
may present challenges
for cast members, many
actors said they enjoyed
the experience, including
UI junior Cassi Schiano.
Before performing in Dry,
the actor had experienced
similar concept-driven
productions. She said she
loves new work.

“I’ve had a blast with
it,” Schiano said. “For me,
this is the kind of theater
I really enjoy doing,
because it’s experimental
but you learn a lot about
yourself and the show.”

Dry ’s many military
scenes may be 
contributed to the seven
years Cedillo served in the
Marine Reserves. After his
service, he went to school
as a pre-law, pre-med stu-
dent before becoming a
graduate-student play-
wright. He said he didn’t
like the way in which
lawyers and doctors help
people after something bad
has happened — once they
have a lawsuit or are sick.

“We [playwrights]
might be able to effect
change,” the Southern
California native said.
“We might be able to 
do something before 
the fact.”

The writer, a finalist

for the Kendeda Gradu-
ate Playwriting Competi-
tion, said he likes the
energy and intense vibes
that plays give to 
the audience.

“For me, at least, plays
are the way I engage with
the world,” he said. “I
always have questions.

For me, a play is a 
question. It asks a ques-
tion that for the most
part it ’s  probably not
going to get an answer to.
It’s an exploration.”

UI theater major and
freshman cast member
Joshua Ollendick said
the actors work well
together.

“It ’s  great to get to

know the people and
work off of them,” he said.

He liked being a part
of an experimental play
because of the fresh take
offered, he said.

“It’s never been done
before,” the actor said.
“You get to make it your
own. You do the research.
You get to create your
own character. It’s fun.”

Delving into questions of fate
A UI playwright’s experimental work, the retelling of a Greek myth, will open tonight. 

LAURA WILLIS/THE DAILY IOWAN
UI junior Thomas Henrich performs a scene from Dry in the Theatre Building on Tuesday. The experimental play uses lighting techniques and
simple costumes and props to portray its themes.

LAURA WILLIS/THE DAILY IOWAN
UI sophomore Julie Daniels rehearses for the production of Dry in the
Theatre Building on Tuesday. Dry is an abstract play that incorporates
ideas from Hiroshima to Greek mythology.

PLAY
Dry

When: 8 p.m. today-Saturday, 
2 p.m. Feb. 28

Where: Theatre Building Theatre B
Admission: Free for UI students

with IDs; $5 for all others

‘I’ve had a blast with it. For me, this is the kind
of theater I really enjoy doing, because it’s

experimental but you learn a lot about yourself
and the show.’

— Cassi Schiano, junior

                    


